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RAIN + RAIN = WEEDS !!! 
 

A very wet spring has caused the village to look rather ‘weedy’.   At the Neighbourhood Meetings 

two or three people asked why the weeds in front of their houses or in paths near them had not 

been cleared. 

The Mayor and councillors answered at the time, but they also consider it important not only to 

inform all residents, but also to give some more detailed information about the implications for 

the future. 

0 PHYTO 
 

Ecology is becoming ever more présent in our daily activities : sortig, recycling, 

consumerism, etc. The respect of nature and the actions to be taken to protect it have 

been the subject of an awareness of many people concerned about 

our health and that which we will leave for future generations, if 

nothing changes. Limiting our actions on fauna and flora to 

improve our own quality of life has become an almost vital necessity. 

Some, despite all the reports or articles demonstrating the essential 

changes of behavior required, remain resistant to any changes in the way 

they act. Others, perhaps sceptical or perhaps poorly or uninformed, 

simply do not know how to do it. Others, on the other hand, are 

convinced, and think about the various means available or yet to be 

invented to achieve this.  

The development of laws or regulations is often taken as an additional 

constraint. This is sometimes true, but the energy transition law that 

ultimately prohibits chemical weedkillers and other pesticides very 

harmful to the environment, and therefore for our health, can be seen as an opportunity.  Who 

refuses some constraints so that those who work in direct contact with these products can enjoy 

their retirement with their grandchildren or great-grandchildren? Who does not want to make 

some changes to avoid cancers for those 

who, without necessarily knowing it, 

inhale this chemical on a daily basis? 

 

Weeds? It is not because they are not 

good for human consumption, that they are indigestible for 

others or useless to all.   

So must we remove them all and from everywhere? 

 

 

According to humans, 

there is no better way 

to eliminate weeds... 

It's only men who are 

stupid enough to treat 

themselves like weeds 
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Argens-Minervois has 13.5km of streets, roads and paths. This is therefore 27km of maintenance 

that is added to planters, playgrounds, grassed areas, the cemetery ... Between using verge cutter, 

mower, strimmer, brush cutter and the new machine that can strim 

gravelled areas, weeding the entire village represents 140 hours of 

work, for two agents for two weeks, full time. And when it’s been done 

once, you have to start over again. This is simply unthinkable. We must 

find other solutions. 

The Environment Committee, both elected and non-elected members, 

met recently, bringing their experience and/or expertise. Various topics 

discussed during the neighborhood meetings were discussed again, 

while other proposals emerged or were reiterated. 

 
 

 Organise a ‘neighborhood clear-up’: residents of one or more streets can undertake the 

weeding in their neighborhood, and perhaps combine solidarity and conviviality by finishing the 

day with a meal with their neighbours? 

 NB: the ditches along the departmental roads are the resposibility 

of the commune. Our agents will continue to maintain them. 

Chemical weeding in public areas by private individuals is totally 

forbidden. 

 It should be remembered that municipalities have not been 

allowed to use pesticides since 1 January, 2017, and that 

amateur gardeners will no longer be allowed to use pesticides or 

herbicides from 1 January, 2020. It is therefore necessary for us to learn natural weeding 

techniques: boiling water, cooking water from potatoes, the application of mulches of compost, 

maure and gravel. The gardening club in the village, ‘les toqués du jardin’, is considering the  

possibility of running workshops to teach these methods. To find out more, you 

are invited to go along to the plant fair on 7 October. 
 

 With the assistance of the gardening club and members of the Environment  

Committee, the mairie will improve some grassed areas with ground cover 

plants, and cover other spaces with sage, santolines and traling rosemary or 

St. John's wort; other areas will be planted with species that require no or 

very little maintenance: borage, bugloses, poppies ...  

All this is in order to reduce the workload while creating a pleasant 

environment to look at and to live in. 
 

 And why not allow the residents to adopt a planter or several 

square metres of open space in the village, which they can plant up, 

water and maintain ?  Please contact the Mairie if you are 

interested in doing this. 

 

If you have any other constructive suggestions or helpful ideas, would you like to be a member of 

the Environment Committee ?  Please register your interest with the Mairie. 
 

Do not ask what the commune can do for you,  

but ask what you can do for the commune. 
(Originally by John Fitzgerald Kennedy, adapted by using the term ‘commune’ in place of  ‘country’) 

Hey Attila! We need to 

weed outside our house, 

but ecologically! 

There may be 

some weeds here, 

but no pesticides. 

 

Keeping natural: a common story 


